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Michigan Classical Commentaries Series

Lively and critically aware, T.H.M. Gellar-Goad’s A Commentary on
Plautus’ Curculio is the leading, up-to-date text on the Latin
comedy. The play, popularly known as The Weevil, follows a young
man who falls in love with an enslaved girl and attempts to buy her
freedom, with a cast of kooky sailors, prostitutes, and plenty of plot
twists. As Plautus’s shortest comedy, Curculio has proven to be a
desirable text for university performances and exemplifies Plautus’
iconic style of Roman comedic archetypes, a blend of erotics,
deception, and recognition plotlines. Gellar-Goad’s commentary is
the complete package, with introductions to themes, content,
humor, meter, and syntax; notes on matters of performance,
interpretation, and social history; and text clarifying stage
directions. 

This up-to-date, authoritative commentary on the play will prove
useful to directors and actors of such productions and will readily
introduce students to the joys of Roman comedy.

T. H. M. Gellar-Goad is an author and Associate Professor of
Classics at Wake Forest University.
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